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YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1874. 
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OF THE 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENSES 


OF THE — 


Town: of Plgdistow, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1874. 


¢ 


EXETER: 
NEWS-LETTER STEAM PRINTING ESTABLISHMEAT, 
1874. 


TOWN OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1873-74. 


Town Clerk, 
WILLIAM B. HILLS.* NATH’L K. K. CARLETON. + 
Representative to the General Court , 


HEZEKIAH H. CHENEY. 
Koa 


Selectmen and Overseers of Poor, 
GILMAN HARRIS, SHERBURN C. SLEEPER, JAMES 
~ N. GEORGE. 


Superintending School Committee, 
REUBEN PEASLEE. 


Town Treasurer, 
CHARLES FERNALD. 


Collector, 
MOSES C. KIMBALL., 


Auditors, 
W. H. HILLS, REUBEN PEASLEE, MOSES C. 
KIMBALL. , 


*Resigned. + Appointed to fill vacancy. 


Bd on <(9 oi cn, Hel Bb 


Your Committee, Auditors for the years 1865 to 1874 in- 
clusive, submit the following report : 


TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


Charles Fernald, Treasurer, charges himself as follows : 
With cash in the treasury, March 1, 


1873, $1,788 50 
‘« "received for State bonds 
sold, 2,100 00 
cs received of S. Thompson, 3 12 
‘ ‘© on town note, 948 62 
ail: ‘ railroad tax, 22 73 
oh a savings bank tax, 180 90 
a “ literary fund, Weis 
* - of county for pau- 
pers, 210 52 
received for use of town 
ball, ae 15 00 
ey received for use of hearse, 1 00 
vi of Collector on 1 ee ae 
taxes of 1873, 5,204 78 
‘ | . ————. $10,546 92 


He discharges himself as follows: 


By paying town bonds, $1,000 00 
‘« interest on bonds, 1,356 00 


Om 
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By paying Selectmen’s orders, 8,095 47 
‘¢ cash in the treasury, 94 45 
$10,546 92 
Unaccounted for, 1 00 


COLLECTOR’S ACCOUNT. 
MOSES C. KIMBALL, COLLECTOR. 


Dr. To taxes committed to him for collection, viz : 


State tax, $1,224,00 
County tax, 811 21 
Town 3,000 00 
School. ‘ 914 00 
Overlaid taxes, 230 89 
Non-resident highway tax, 147 05 
School House tax, District 
No. 2, 41 59 
School House tax, District 
No. 4, 153 72 
Dog tax, 7? 00 
———_— 7,099 46 
Or. By paying Town Treasurer, $5,204 78 
taxes uncollected, 1,894 68 
————— $7,099 46 
The Selectmen have abated taxes 
of 1873 to the amount of $166.40. 
PAUPER ACCOUNT. 
THE SELECTMEN AS OVERSEERS. 
Dr. To orders drawn on the Treas- a. 
urer on account of poor, $911 57 


Cr. By amount expended on account of the following per- 
sons : 
Henry N. Bradley, $148 81 


Or. By Hiram Hadley, ‘102 25 be 
Susan Gile, 63 38 
George A. Thompson, 25 20 
Moses Stevens, 71 61 
Charles F. Hollon, sf 13 
Addie Busel, 104 00 
Eli Crape, 55 25 
Louisa Hollon, 47 50 
L. A. Lamson, 8 00 
John Legassey, 31 71 
Simeon Duby, 23 00 
Alfred Kelly, Jr., 41 21 
Nursing Copp boy, 13 00 
Transient persons, 74.27 
Two coffins bought in 1872, 21 25 

| oe $911 57 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Joseph Day, work on read, $32 00 
 caeet “c 6“ “ bridge, 4 00 
4 *¢ = 848: feet of lumber 
for bridge, 6 96 
Joseph Day, spikes for bridge, 40 
H. P. Hill, for work on =“ 11 00 
Af stones * 4 00 
+ damage to scraper, 2 75 
G. Harris, for work on bridges, 29 86 
4 lumberon ‘ 39 30 
s ironworkon “ 3 00 


estate of S. Peaslee, for stones 
for Harriman bridgein 1871, 25 00 


C. B. Sargent, labor on bridge, 3 50 
66 lumber : 23 80 
C. W. Cass, one cask of spikes, 6,25 


W. P. Russell, work on road, 11 00 


TOWN 


N. K. K. Carleton, 


6 


' Paid John Bradley, work on hill, near 


Carleton’s, 69 06 
* SNOW PATHS. 

Paid D. P. Fifield, for breaking paths, 7 25 
Joseph Day, “ r ™ 27 80 
J. W. Palmer, os os 51 10 
R. Peaslee, hd “ 10 79 
H. P. Hill, “ “ 52 40 
J. Bradley, as = 6 45 
G. Harris, as $6 10 00 
L. B. Tucker, 4 oe 24 10 
Isaac Hall, cs ie 11 80 
W. Haseltine, - s 25 70 
S. N. Cummings, ‘“ s 15 10 
A. B. Crane, é ia 60 
Z. Bragdon, 4, fs 3 25 
W. P. Russell, ie ag $2 51 
Joseph Noyes, at Me 8 50 
W.H. Hills, ‘- . 10 70 
D. 8. Peaslee, “ st 17 50 
S. S. Hill, eg 4 35 

_J. F. Welch, ts 7 00 


OFFICERS. 


Paid W. B. Hills, services as Town Clerk, $34 04 
c <4 8 05 Sad 


Mark P. Sargent, services as 


sexton, | 


11 00 


A. M. Higgins, Superintending 

School Committee in 1872, 15 00 
M. C. Kimball, Superintending 

School Committee in 1872, 8 00 


$271 88 


$326 90 


“3 


T 


Paid 8. C. Sleeper, services as Select- 


man, 75 00 
J. N. George, services as Select- | 
man, 60 00 
G. Harris, services as Select- 
| man, 90 00 
Chas. Fernald, services as Trea- 
surer, 50 00 
M. C. Kimball, services as Col-. 


lector, 144 99 
mee ea PS TT $496 08 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Paid N. K. Kelley, for returning births . 
and deaths, 4 75 


R. A. Crittendon, returning births 
and deaths, } 5 25 
~ G. L. Keyes, printing report of 
1878, | 15 00 
R. L. Prescott, for injury to 
horse, | 75 00 
A. J. Hoyt, printing check lists 
and report for 1872, 41 00 
Simeon Rowell, for shingles for 
town hall, | 60 00 
A. B. Tibbetts, for shingling 
hall, 38 94 
A. C. Clement, for lumber for , 
hall, 18 32 
G~ Harris, blanks and stationery, 7 28 
J. N. George, for police badges, 18 75 
W. H. Hills, for legal advice, 5 00 
Joseph Kimball, running New- 
ton line, 5 00 


J. M. Kimball, for care of hall, 18 32 
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_ Paid J. N. George, for stationery, 50 
Joseph Noyes, for damage to 
sheep, Ry 
A. J. Bartlett, for damage to 


sheep, 6 60 


SCHOOL HOUSE TAXES. 


District No. 2.—Amount assessed in 


1873, $41 59 
District No. 2.—Due on tax, assessed 
in 1870, 17 30 


os 


Due the District, 
District No. 4.—Amount assessed in 
1873, $153 72 
Drawn by Committee, 125 00 
Due the District, 


SCHOOL MONEY. 
District No. 1—Including money from 


State, $298 85 
Drawn by Prudential 
Committee, 144 00 
Due the District, ae 
District No. 2.—Whole amount, $192 02 


Drawn by Committee, 192 02 


District No. 3.—Whole amount, $390 03 
Drawn by Committee, 358 91 
Due the District, 

District No. 4.—Whole amount, $127 58 
Drawn by Committee, 127 58 


$326 if 


$58 89 


$28 72 


| $154 85 


$31 12 
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The balance of Dog Tax now in the Treasury and due-on 
the Collector’s list amounts to $207, as near as ascertained. 
The law provides that the balance, after paying for damages 
done by dogs, shall be equally divided between the several 
school districts for school purposes. 

The law requiring the treasurer to keep an accurate and 
separate account of all sums received for taxes upon dogs, 
open to the examination of any legal voter, has been entire- 
ly disregarded, and no division has ever been made of money 
received from this source. 

The districts are entitled to all money in the treasury on 
the second Tuesday of March unappropriated for the pay- 
ment of damages, and we recommend that the officers of each 
school district call on the treasurer for a distribution as pro- - 
vided by statute. 


ACCOUNT OF F. N. FLANDERS, 
COLLECTOR OF TAXES 1869 anp 1870. 
Dr. To balance of taxes on his list as per report 


of 1873, | $1,126 54 
Yr. By taxes abated on taxes of 1869, $101 62 
« “ « 1870, 63 23 
Non-resident taxes worked 
out, 20 00 
commissions, 41 69 
judgments in actions against 
him and his sureties, 900 00 
ee es $1,126 5e 


We do not find that Collector Flanders has ever been 
charged with interest received on taxes. 

Actions were commenced on the bonds of Collector Flan- 
ders prior to the October term of Court, 1873, to recover the 
balance of taxes committed to him: Judgement was’ taken 
by agreement for $900, and costs, $450 in each case,’ and his 


account was balanced by abatements, ga tee ae etc., as 
stated above. 
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" NOTES AND INTEREST. 

Paid Samuel Eaton, note and interest, $227 33 
Isaac Davis, ‘ “ 445 50 
Joseph Kimball, interest on cou- 

pons, 2 50 
John N. Sleeper, on note, 130 00 


J. N. George, note andinterest, 964 386 
Gilman Greenough, note and 
interest, Dab. 80: 


Giles Cheney, note and interest. 269 51 
| ——_—_—— $3,157 00 


TAXES. 

Paid State tax, $1,224 00 
County tax, | 811 21 
Non-resident highway tax, 125 16 
Abated taxes of 1873, 166 40 


$2,326 77 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAXES. 


Worked out as per Collector’s receipts, $17 11 
by W. P. Russell, Surveyor, 13 78 


John Bradley, as 22 81 
Joseph Noyes, Seo? | 16 00 
Z. Bragdon, i 10 00 
W. Hazeltine, * 6 25 
Be Poca + D. 69 
G. Harris, af 32 07 
D. P. Fifield “s 1. 45 
ae $125 16 
LIABILITIES. 

Due on note, $408 00 
on Town Bonds, 18,000 00 
Interest on Town Bonds, 240 00 

' on outstanding orders, 695 24 


District No. 2, on School, House 
tax, D8 89 


i1 


Paid District No. 4 on School House 


tax, 
District No. 1, on Schédl money, 
f No, 35:0n )74 8 6 


Wiggin & Fernald, fees &c, in ac- 


tions vs. F. N. Flanders & als. 


B. Gile land damages, 1858, 
Balance of dog tax, 


ASSETS. 

Execution vs. F. N. Flanders, F. D. 
Pollard, and a H. Pollard, for 
taxes, 

Costs on said execution, 

Kxecution vs. F. N. Flanders, Amos 
C. Clement and Frank D. Pol- 
lard, for taxes, 

Costs on said execution, 

- Due from Collector Kimball on taxes 

of 18738, 

' Due from B. Flanders, Collector, on 

taxes of 1865, 

A Due from A. Carleton, Collector, on 

taxes of 1861, 

~ Cash in Town Treasury, 

Due from M. C. Kimball, Collector, on 
taxes of 1878, 

Due from J. H. Pollard, money drawn 
by him to pay for coffin, unaccount- 
ed for, 


Balance against the Town, 


28 72 
154 85 
31 12 


56 94 
16 00 


207 00 


$450 OV 
18 39 


$20,196 76 


450 00. 


17. 55 


62 90 


100 00 
94 45 


1894 68 


6 00 


$3,093 97 
$17,102 79 


Your committee have made some examination of the 
town accounts for previous years, as authorized by vote 
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of the town. We were embarrassed at the outset by the 
refusal of the Treasurer to furnish books and vouchers 
in his office for examination. No orders have been fur- 
nished except for the last three years, and many of 
the vouchers are missing from the files of the Selectmen. 
The missing vouchers are among the most important, as they ' 
relate to matters about which there has been much specula- 
tion and some suspicion. Mr. Flanders assures us that he left 
vouchers on file for every order drawn by him, and Mr. Har- 
ris informs us that he looked for these vouchers soon after the 
books came into his possession: and ascertained that they were 
not on file. We refer specially to order No. 5 for $185.49 and 
No. 81 for $384.88, for the year 1871. The first purports to 
be for school house taxin District No. 2, and the last for ser- 
vices and sundries. ‘The report of March 1, 1872, describes 
order No. 5, as having been given for ‘error in school house 
tax in District No.2.” Butthe report for March, 1871, gives 
the amount due on said tax as only $145.22. Your commit- 
tee have not been able tounderstand’ how an error could have 


occurred for a sum exceeding the whule amount of the tax. 
It isdue to Mr. Flanders to say that he explains the matter 
by saying that he charged the amount to himself as Treasur- 
er, and ommitted to credit himself with payments to the dis- 
trict committee. He also thinks that order No. 81 covers his 
services as Selectman and Overseer, with apart of the amount 
expended for the support of the poor and other items. It is 
impossible for Mr. Flanders to explain, or for your commit- 
tee to discover, precisely what this order embraces. 


We find the invoices, records and lists of taxes very im- 
perfect ; in some instances without date or signature, and in 
one case no tax is carried out against a part of the list of 
non-resident tax payers. It must be obvious that any attempt 
to enforce the payment of taxes in such cases must fail, if it 
did not render the Selectmen who issued the warrant to the 
Collector, liable. 

W. H. HILLS, | 
REUBEN PEASLEE, } Auditors. 
MOSES C. KIMBALL, J ! 
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